Determination of the Age of Antarctic Blue and Fin Whales
by the Colour Changes in Crystalline Lens

Masaharu Nishiwaki

CHAPTER L FOREWORD

While on board a whaling factory ship as a research biologist in the -
1947 - 1948 Antarctic whaling season, I noticed variation in the shade of
of yellow colour in whale eyes. It reminded me of those ancient folk talés
where “old badgers” and ‘“ghostly cats” always had golden eyes that
shone brightly in the dark. It finally led me to the discovery of a presence
of a certain relationship between the colour changes of crystalline lens and
the age of whales.

‘After returning to Tokyo in 1948, I looked up some li_terature and
found some reference made already in 1883 to the lenticoular colour changes
according to age in humans. However, no references as to the existence
of this relationship in animals were found. None of the bibliographies con-
tained any numerical data of the colour changes in these references.

In order to express numerically such colour changes. I estimated the
colour changes, i. e. the degree of colouration, during the whaling season
of 1948-1949 when I was again on board a whaling factory ship in charge
of biological research, by the method described in proceeding chapters.
These were examined with data on age estimation in whales by some other
methods. ’

CHAPTER II. Method of Determining

Colouration, or Colour Chariges in Crystalline Lens

During the 1947-1948 whaling season, lenses from 32 blue whales and
69 fin whales were studied. It was found that macroscopic examinations
reveal varieties in colour ranging from colourless or clear, to light yellow
and déep yellow. The development of colour was found to become darker
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The apparatus were based on the fact that stronger the colour, more ab-
sorption of light would take place. Therefore, a definite amount of light is
passed through a crystalline lens, and the amount of light filtered there-
from, is received by a photocell by which the intensity of light would be
recorded by an ammeter. '

In Fig. 1, the electric current from the battery (b) is measured by the
voltmeter (V) and reaches the light source (1) (contained in the central
~machine (B)) after voltage is made constant by a resistance. A light of
definite intensity from the light source (1) is passed through a lens fo be-
come a parallel light, passes through a slit (8) to be radiated to upper part
of the machine. At this place, the light passes through the crystalline lens
(L) contained in a vessel (R) and is received by the photocell (P), the a-
mount of current received there of being shown by the ammeter (A). The
ammeter is graded from 0 to 100, 0 being at a point where no current ‘is
passing, and 100, when a definite intensity of current is registered. Prior
to actual use (every time the crystalline lens is measured), this needle is
“set to 100 by the use of a resistance in the apparatus(B). A light passing
through a lens would give a certain value in percentage minus the amount
of light absorbed by the crystalline lens. The amount of light registered in
percentage is the amount of light that has passed through the crystalline
lens and, therefor’e, the amount of light obstructed and absorbed by the
coloring in crystalline lens is the value obtained by substracting the value of '
percentage obtained on the ammeter from 100. This value is designated as
the degree of lenticular colouration (light absorption by crystalline lens).

The crystalline lens become slightly larger (increase in diameter and
height) with the increase of body length (i. e. age). It becomes slightly
clouded with passage of time after the death of a whale so that the lens
does not show absorption ratio proper to the degree of colouration.

The fact of an increase in the size of crystalline lens was not taken
into consideration in checking the values. There may be some quesﬁon of -
how a parallel light from a slit definite size would be affected by the dif-
ference in curvature due to size of a crystalline lens but it was found negli-
gible and no correction was made on this account.

The turbidity of the lens was corrected by the values determined from
the curve of rate of change after death described later. Table I shows the
change in light absorption rate according 'to passage of time after killing.
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Table I. Change in Light Absorption Rate According to
Elapse of Time from Killing.

VNO. Species of Sex ]| — Time Elapsed time from V]aslfxe
Whale | Killed | Treated | Measur- |,  yj)ling to measuring %
[ at at ed at )
; hr. vmin.

46 Fin Male 0330 0420 | 0450 | 1 20 88.5
200 » .| Female | 1530 | 1600 | 1620 0 50 98.5
265 14 Male 1800 | 1850 | 1900 1 00 L T7.0
294 Blue Male 1515 | 2015 | 2130 | 6 15 84.0
311 Fin Male 1615 | 1745 | 1755 1 40 79.5
379 y Female | 1350 1495 1435 - 0 45 72.0
451 Blue Male 1820 | 1850 | 1900 0 40 92.0
578 " Female 0800 0845 0900 1 00 82.0

Measurements made after

No. |30 min| 1hr. 15 hrs,| 2 hrs. | 2.5 hrs.| 3 hrs. 4 hrs. i 5 hrs. | 6 hrs. | 7 hrs.

% | % | % % "% | % | % | % | % | %
46| 6.0 | 86.0 | 835 | 885 | — | — | — | — | — | —
200 93.0 | 91.0 | — | 8.0 | — | 85 | — | 88.0 | — | —
266 | 765 | 760 | — | — | 740 | — | 3.0 | — | — | —
29¢| 830 | — | 825 | — | — | 825
sti| 795 | — | w5 | — | B5 | — | — | — | — | —
379 — | 70.0 | — | 68.0 |.—— | 66.0 | 66.5 | 66.0 | — | 65.0
41| 92.0 | — | 905 | 880 | 7.0 | — | 8.5 | — | — | —
578 | 81.5 | — | 81.5 | 795 ¢ — | 75 | 7655 | — | 76.5

7 Measurements made after : Marks ol o

No- | hrs. | 9 hrs. |10 hrs. | 17 hrs. |12 hrs. T (L“’mgyl"dex).

% % % % % °
46| 8$3.5 . 90.0
200 | — 87.5 O 94.0
265 | 72.0 - A 78.0
294 [ 89.0
31| 7.0 | — | — | — * 2.0
39| — | — | — | — | 5.5 * 73.0
651 — | 8.0 | — | — | 8.5 X 92.5
578 x " 83.5

The values in Table I was turned into a graph and a curve was ob-
tained of the change in colouration by passage of time, as shown in Fig. 2.
The solid line is the ratio of colour change after death. All the data con-
tained in the present paper have been corrected by this curve.
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Absorption of crystalline lens in %
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CHAPTER II. Material of Investigation
and Individual Data

Crystalline lens of both eyes were measured by the method previously
described with all the whales caught by the Hashidate-maru fleet in the
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Antarctic during the whaling season of 1948-1949. The number of whales-
caught were 291 heads of blue whales (183 males and 108 females) and 425
heads of fin whales (203 males and 222 females), of which 3 male blue
whales, 3 male fin whales and 3 female fin whales were excluded owing to
cataracts and other diseases of the eye. Individual data of whales are given
in the Supplement according to the species and sex of whales.

For printing reasons, measurement table of each whale was only sent to
those who desired it, without appending to this report. »

- —(Compiler)—

Grateful thanks are expressed to General Manager Hiroshi Kurebayashi
and the crew of the Hashidate-maru, Nihon Suisan Co. Ltd. for cooperation
and to Mr. Masayuki Nakajima and Noboru Kanasaki for assistance.

CHAPTER 1V. Relationship between Lenticular
Colouration and Body Length

Fig. 3. The Degree of Lenticular Colouration According to Body Length ¢
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The body length, naturally, increases with growth. Since the degree of
Jenticular colouration is one of the data showing growth, examination was
made as to the presence of any relationship between body length and deg-
ree of colouration.

Fig. 4. The Degres of Lenticular Colouration According to Body .Length
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Figs. 3 and 4 show the distribution of the degree of lenticular colouration
according to body length in blue and fin whales, respectively White circles
denote those of male whales, and black dots, those of females. It can be
seen that both males and females show definite increase of colouration with

~ the increase in body length. The broken lines in both Figs. 3 and 4 show
the curve of average degree of lenticular colouration acéording to body leng-
th in male whales, and the solid lines show those of females. Average of
male and female whales did not seem to show an average of whales in ge-
neral and were, therefore, excluded. Both average lines show linear ten-
dency. The colour of crystalline lens becomes darker with elongation of
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the body, i. e. with the elapse of time after birth. .
The curve data for age estimation in whales in which male and female

data could be combined include those for body weight and body length. In
baleen whales, data for males generally come out below those of females.
'However, the curve for average degree of colouration in females are smaller
than those for males. This must show that, in comparing male and female
of the same lengths, females are generally younger than the males.

Fig. 5. Average Length of Whales According to Degree
of Lenticular Light Absorption
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Figs. 5 and 6 show the distribution of body lengths accordirig to degree

* of lenticular colouration in blue and fin whales, respectively. Notations on
the graph are the same as those for Figs. 3 and 4.

The curve for average body lengths according to the degree of lenti-
cular colouration shows that the increase in body length is rapid when co-
louration is slight, the increase becoming slow when colouration becomes
deeper. The curves for male and female whales show about the same de-
gree of colouration although that in female of sexual maturity is slightly

" below those of males. In other words, this shows the difference in average
body length of male and female whales of similar age.

The trend of these curves are very similar to the growth curve ob-
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tained by Mackintosh and Wheeler (* Southern Blue and Fin Whalés », Dis-
covery Reports. Vol I, pp. 442-443). ' :

-

Fig. 6. Average Length of Whales According to Degree
of Lenticular Light Absorption
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Mackintosh and Wheeler determined an average growth curve in the
pregnancy and lactating periods by the combination of standard monthly
body growth curve obtained from the body length of whale foetus and the
young, and of standard pregnancy period obtained in a. similar manner. The
growth curve mentioned above was obtained by the combination of this
growth curve, body length of sexual maturity and the period needed for the
attainment of sexual maturity obtained by other means, such as the rela-
tionship between body length and the number of corpora lutea, or between
body length and volume of testis. Mackintosh and Wheeler’s growth curve
is the one most trusted as showing standard growth of whales up to the
age of sexual maturity. I am also the one who has followed it as a text.

The average body length curve according to the degree of colouration
was obtained according to individual data of each whale and no such curves
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for males and females could be drawn by any other data for the determina-

“tion of age. It is easy enough to obtain separate curves for male and fe-
male. Same length of baleens in male and female whales do not denote
that their ages are the same. ‘Therefore, combined curve for male and fe-
male whales cannot be obtained from the relationship between body length
and weight, or from body length and baleen length. Relationship becomes
evident only after these data are combined with that of the degree of lenti-
cular colouration.

The only data available for relating male and female whales was the
fact that the ankylosis in centrum and epiphyses of vertebrae shows the
degree of physical maturity. Many scientists have proved the reliability of
this fnethod, and I, too, believe that this is theoretically correct, and have
used the data in the following chapters in the same degree of reliability as
the relationship between the number of corpora lutea and sexual maturity
in female whales. However, it has remained unknown whether the degree
of sexual maturity occured at the same age level in male and female whales.

Figs. 5 and 6 can explain both the sexual and physical maturity, and
they will often be referred to in the coming chapters.

CHAPTER V. Comparison of the Distributions in Degree of
Lenticular Colouration and Number of Corpora Lutea
According to Body Length in Female Whales.

Comparison of the distribution of the degree of lenticular colouration
according to body length in female whales and that of the number of cor- -
pora lutea according to body length in same animals are shown in Fig. 7 for
blue whales, and in Fig. 8 for fin whales. The latter data are considered
to be the most reliable in estimating the age of whales at present.

- The white circles in the two Figures show the number of corpora
Iuteé, and black dots, the degree of colouration, both with respect to body
length. In whales where colouration measurement could not be made due to
cataract and other eye diseases, corresponding data for number of corpora
lutea have been omitted. Therefore, the number of white circles and black
dots are the same. Although the diagram was obtained by superimposing
one diagram on the other, comparative graph cannot be obtained by ignor-
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ing a relationship between the number of corpora lutea and degree of colour-
ation. The manner of obtaining coordinates by calculating the relationship
between the two are explained below.

Absorption of crystalline lens in %

Fig. 7. Relationship between the Degree of Lenticular Colouration
and Number of Corpora Lutea According to Body Length
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Fig. 8. Relationship betwesn the Degrze of Lenticular Colouration
and Number of Corpora Lutea According to Body Length
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The average number of corpora lutea in blue whales according to their -
body length is as follows:

¢y

Degree of Colouration * _ ‘ 5% 109 159 ‘ 209
Average No. of Corp. Lutea | 0.7 3.1 126 ‘ 14.8
No. of Whales examined 7 31 8 |5

j !
* Degree of colouration, as explained in Chapt. II, is the rate of light absorption by
crystalline lens.

Average degree of colouration according to the number of corpora lutea
is as follows :

(2)
“No. of Corp. lutea 4 | o n } 5 10 15
Average deg. of colouration 7.75% 5 9.86% ‘ 11.20% | 14.209 | 15.36%
No. .of Whales examined- ‘ 7 ’ 7 5 } 12

According to Table (1), the number of corpus luteum corresponding to
1% of colouratiori is 0.94 (A); and to Table (2), an average 5 corpora
lutea corresponds to 1. 67% of change in the degree of colouration (B).

By averaging (A) and (B), it is seen that 5% of colouration corres-
ponds to 9. 85 of corpora lutea.

To obtain a common base-line for the number of corpus luteum and
degree of colouration, what combination of the percentage of colouration
and how many number of corpus luteum to be taken was derived as fol-
lows : ‘ '

Since there are no number of corpus luteum smaller than 0, the age of
whales having no luteal body cannot be defined. In other words, whales '
of the group having no corpus luteum contain many which should be in a
group below that. On the other hand, degree of colouration classify
whales in the group -having no corpus luteum. It follows, therefore, that
the base line would line at a pointi of 1 corpus luteum which, from Table
(1), would give the colouration of 9.84 %. According to this, 10 corpora
lutea would correspond to 13 % of colouration, and 15 % colouration, to
11 corpora lutea. . »

In the same manner, following data can be obtained for fin whales:
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€Y
‘Degree of colouration : | osw | 0% | 1% | 20%
Average No. of Corp. lut.: ; 0 \ 4.0 .98 l 225
No. of whales examined: I A - 33 | 13

@
No. of Corp. lutea.: ! 0 1 -5 10 ' 15
Average Colouration : | 7.1225 | 8.60% 10.65%.| 13,45%‘ 13,4295
No. of whales examined : | 33 9 30 19 ! 20

From the above Table (1), the number of corpora lutea corresponding
to 1 %of colouration is 1.5, ('A), and from the ahove Table (2), -the co-
louration of 2.27 % corresponds to 5 corpora lutea (B).

By averaging (A) and (B), it is seen that 5 % of colouration corres-
ponds to 9. 25 corpora lutea. The common base-line, calculated as for blue
whales, is at about 9 %, since the colouration of 8.4 % corresponds to 1
corpus lufeum. Accordingly, 10 corpora lutea would correspond to 14 % of
colouration, and 15 % of colouration, to 9.2 of corpora lutea.

This difference between blue and fin whales can be assumed as diffe-
rence in the number of ovulation in diffefent species of whales. However,
it seemed that there has been a slight difficulty in actual calculations so
that the following basis was obtained by averaging the resulte of the two.

In order to facilitate preparation of a graph with 5% of colouratiori
corresponding to 9.55 corpora lutea, it was made in uniform intervals of 2
corpora lutea corresponding to 1 % of colouration.

The base line was taken at a point of 1 corpus luteum, and, since its
colouration is at 9.18 %, coloufation_of 9 9% was combined with one corpus
luteumn. _ ‘

According to this, 15 %' of colouration corresponds to 13, and 20 % of
~ colouration to 23 of corpora lutea, or 5 corpora to 11.5% of colouration
or 10 corpora to 14 % of colouration. These values satisfy the conditions
for both species of whales.

The trends in Figs. 7 and 8 are both entirely the same..

Generally speaking, the dispersion or white circles, i e. shoWing the
number of corpora lutea, is more scattered than the black dots, i. e. show-
ing degree of lenticular colouration. It appears that the degree of ccloura-
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tion is present more in the lower part of the graph. However, this trend
must be due to the fact that there are no presentation of figures below
that of 0 for corpus lutea whereas those for colouration below that are
present. In Fig. 8, showing values for fin whales, the group of black dots
seem to lie slightly below that of white circles. This is in accordance with
the explanation given in the paragraph on calculation of base-line and since
-1 corpus luteum corresponds to 8.4 % of colouration, it should have been
made to 8.5 % to facilitate perception, but it had been made to correspond
to 9 % in averaging with data for blue whales. This was left as it was
in this Chapter since it could not be determined whether the difference was
due to the difference in the number of ovulation according to the species
of whales, or whether this was obtained accidentally in calculation. As
explained in Chapter VII, the relationship between the degree of colouration
and the number of corpora lutea is definitely different in species of whales.
However, no correction will be made in this chapter.

The average body length curves for both blue and fin whales coincide
with each other in both calculated from the number of corpora lutea and
from the degree of colouration. In those defined according to the number
of corpora lutea, the number 0 is the minimum number, giving a lower
limit, but the E:olouration was given for young whales in the group of those
having no corpus luteum. This shows the definite advantage of employing
the degree of colouration. The curves for ‘thé number of corpora lutea
and the degree of colouration coincide well in parts where larger number.
of corpora lutea are present, i. e. where colouration is deeper. Where the
number of corpora lutea is smaller, i. e. where the degree of colouration
is low, the two curves are slightly set apart, and this may be due to the
effect of aforementioned separation of some bodies in the group having
no corpus luteum. ' -

Differing from the data of male whales, the increase in the _nﬁmber
-of corpora lutea is supposed to change in accordance with the passage of
time, so that the change in the degree of colouration should also' change
regularly with passage of time, i. e. with age.
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CHAPTER VI. Comparison of the Distributions in the Degree
of Colouration and the Weight of Tests. according to
Body Lengths in Male Whales.

 The consideration given to female whales in Chapter V was applied to
male whales and the distribution of the degree of colouration and the
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weight of testes according to body lengths were compared in one graph.
Fig. 9 shows that of. blue ‘whales, and Fig. 10, that of -fin whales. The
reason why the weight of testes was used instead o its size that the former
seemed to show values closer to actual figures than the latter.

Fig. 10. Relationship between the Degree of Colouration and Weight
of Testes According to Body Length.
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" The white circles in the graphs denote the weight of testes, and black:
- dots, the degree of colouration. - As in thq' case of female whales, those
having cataracts and other eye diseases necessitated removal of white
circles corresponding to them, making the number of white circles and
black dots the same.

The relationship between the weight of testes and the degree of colour-
ation was calculated as in the case of female whales.

Average weight of testes in blue whales according to the degree of
colouration were as follows:

(1)

Degree of Colouration: o5 | w0y | 1% 20%
| Average Weight of Testes: | 70 | %5 | 40.9 %54
Mo of Whales examined: | 3 | 2 | 2 12

Average degree of colouration according to the weight of testes. is as
follows :

(2) ‘ ,
Weight of Testes: 10kg. | 20kg. ! 30 kg. ‘ 40kg. | 50kg.
. Average degree of Colouration : \ 7.09% 9.5% 14.3% | 15.3% 16.4%
No. of Whales examined: l 3 8 12 . 17 .9 ‘

In fin whales, values obtained were as follows :

3) |
Degree of Colouration : : I 5%, ’ 1095 \ 159 » 20%
Average Weight of Testes : ‘ .3.7 \ 115 ‘ 20,9 26.1
No. of Whales examined: ‘ 5 i 41 . 52 (1D
€]
Weight of Testes: - k | 5ke. 0kg. | 20kg. | 30ke.
Average Degree of Colouration: 9.8% 03 | 15.1 16.7
No. of Whales examined: 8 | 15 ‘ 21 5

Values for blue and fin whales wére obtained individually, and were
used by averaging them in the first datum. Generally, the weight of the
testes of blue whales is about twice that of fin whales, so that the -values
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for fin whales were doubled to obtain an average value.

Average of data obtained by {(1)+(3) x2}-+2 gave 13.9kg. in weight
of testes as corresponding to 5 % change in the degree of colouration (A).
Average of dita obtained by {(2)+ (@) x2}+-2 gave 0.2225 % .of degree
of colouration as corresponding to 1kg. _éhange in the weight of testes(B).

By averaging (A) and (B), it was found that 5% of colouration - cot-
responds to 18.2kg. (taken as 18kg.) of the weight of testes, in blue
whales. In fin whales, the values are one- -half of this, being 9 kg. of tes-
ticular weight corresponding to 5 % of colouration. ‘

The base-line was obtained by the following method of calculation tak
ing the Welght of testes at 10 % of colouration. Blue whales = (Testi-
cular weight of blue whales at 10% of colouration + testicular weight of
fin whales at 10% colouration x 2) -2 ’

Fin whales = (Testicular weight of blue whales\at 10% of colouration
+ testicular weight of fin whales at 10% of colouration x 2) +4.

By this method of calculation, it was seen that 24kg of testicular
weight in blue whales, and 12 kg. of weight in fin whales correspond to
10% of colouration. This was taken as. the common base-line.

According to this, 15% of colouration corresponds to 41.3 kg. of testi-
cular weight in blue whales and 20.7kg in fin whales. The coordinates in
blue whales would then be at 42keg., and that in fin whales, 21 kg., which
would satisfy both values. The average colouration at 40 kg. of testicular
weight in blue whales is 15.3%, that at 20kg. in fin whales, 15.1%,
giving values that satisfy conditions in both species of whales.

Curves in Figs. 9 and 10 show similar tendencies. @As a whole, the
white circles, i. e. the weight of testes, show greater degree of dispersion. The
average curve for weight shows rapid development at sexually mature stage,
after which, the increase in testicular weight has little relation to body -

-length. The same can be said of the size of testes. The testicular weight
curve, therefore, begins to slant off as the animals reach sexually mature
body length. B -

As was explained in the chapter for female whales, the degree of co-
louration dose not seem to show any special development or declination with
sexual maturity. It should change in relation only to passage of time, i e.
by age. .-ilt is natural therefore, that these two curves should be separated
at the beginning and the end of these graphs, coming close as a tangent at
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one -point. This point should correspond to the neighborhood of the sexual-
ly mature body length. All these are borne out in Figs. 5 and 10.

CHARTER VII. Relationship between the Degree
of Lenticular Colouration and Number
of Corpora Lutea,

In preparing the graphs shown in Chapter V, some references were
made as to the relationship between the degree of lenticular colouration and
number of corpora lutea, These are shown in Fig. 11 for blue whales and

in Fig. 12 for fin whales.

Fig., 11 The Degree of Lenticular Colouration According
to Number of Corpora Lutea.

Blue whale .

* Vertebrae fully ankylosed
o Vertebrae not fully ankylosed

Absorption of crystalline lens in %

0 5 . 10 | 15 20 . > 30

Number of corpora lutea
The black dots denote whales of physically mature, and the white
circles those of physically immature. The solid line shows an average
curve for the degree of colouration according to number of corpora lutea,
and the broken line, an average curve for physically immature whales. The
question of the maturity of whales will be discussed in the ichapter under
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that heading, and only the relationship between the degree of colouration
and number of corpora lutea will be discussed her_e.

Fig. 12 The Degree of Lenticular Colouration According
to Number of Corpora Luter
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~Average curves for both species of whales change lineally which must
mean that there is a proportionate relationship between the colouration and
number of corpora lutea. In blue whales, the ratio is 2.2% of colouration
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against an average of 5 corpora lutea in fin whales.
Figs. 13 ‘and 14 show curves for the number of corpora lutea accord-
ing to the degree of colouration in blue and fin whales, respectively.

Fig. 13. Number of Corpora Lutea According to the Degree
of Lenticular Colouration.

Blue whale

* vyertebrae fully ankylosed
. o Vertebrae not fully ankylosed

301

20]

10

Number &f corpora lutea

0 8888§%88f o8 .

10 20 30
Absorption of ‘crystalline lens i{n %

The relation of physical maturity is the same as for Figs. 11 and 12.
It can be seen from Flgs 13 and 14, that the curves for the two
. kinds of whales change lineally showing that there is a proportionate rela-
~ tionship between the degree of colouration and number of corpora lutea,
the ratio belng 17 corpora lutea in blue whales and 19 in fin whales again-
st 10% change in the degree of colouration.

These values alsq approximately coincide with values described in Chap-
ter V. It follows, therefore,v that there must exist a certain difference in
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rumber of ovulation in blue and fin whales.

Fig. 14. Number of Corpora Lutea Accordind to the Degree
’ of Lenticular Colouration

Fin whale ‘ .

* Vertebrae fully ankylosed
° Vertebrae not fully ankyloced

50

10

o o8] BEBE o808

Number ¢f corpora lutea

10 20 'A 30
Absorption of erystalline lens in %

CHAPTER VIII. Relationship between the Degree of Lenticular
Colouration and Weight of Testes.

Figs. 15 and 16 show the relationship between the degr